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Report on Giving 2013
Snapshots of Success

A Message from the Chancellor
We do our very best in reports like this to capture, in words and pictures, the spirit
of the gifts that have been made by the wonderful and loyal friends of the University of
Minnesota, Morris. But if you really want to see the results of these gifts, you will have to
visit campus.
And we sincerely hope that you do.
Tour the beautiful grounds that comprise the nationally recognized historic district.
Visit the two courtyards behind the Welcome Center, each now restored with attention to
the native prairie landscape and with an aesthetic sensibility. These restoration projects are
possible thanks to the support of our generous friends—West Central School of Agriculture
and Morris alumni as well as community supporters.
Step inside our buildings for a glimpse into the past and for a look at what careful
renovation and restoration can accomplish. Then stop by the Green Prairie Community,
Morris’s newest residence hall. Built to LEED Gold standards, it houses 72 undergraduate
students. Learn how gifts like those that support the Sustainable “Green” Fund help these
students and others keep their commitments to sustainable living.
Visit the Ralph Rapson-designed Humanities Fine Arts building and the newly
renovated art gallery, recently named for its generous benefactors Edward J. and Helen Jane
Morrison. Take a few minutes to chat with Morris students—almost
every student on this campus receives financial aid of some sort,
and our privately funded scholarship program, made possible
through the generosity of donors, continues to grow and expand.
Thanks to all of you who contribute financially to Morris—
whether large or small, we put your gifts to good use as we
continue our efforts to accomplish the distinctive public liberal
arts mission that is at our core, ensuring access to an excellent
education for our many talented students as we contribute to
the quality of life in this region.
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“Morris students are curious, committed,
self-motivated, and fortunate. Curious in
that they are eager to discover that which
they do not know and expand upon that
which they do know. Committed in that
they tend to focus tightly on that which
attracts their curiosity. Self-motivated in
that they often tend to take the initiative in
their education by developing individual
projects through which they attempt to
satisfy their curiosity. Fortunate in that
they have selected an institution in which
the faculty and administration values
and nurtures these qualities and creates
an environment in which they can be
employed to maximum benefit.”
—Pat and George Fosgate, professor
emeritus of theatre arts
and founder of the Fosgate
Theatre Scholarship.
For more on the Fosgates’
giving, turn to page 17.

Y our combined generosity creates extraordinary
opportunities for students like Natasha Myhal ’ 15,
Parma Heights, Ohio. To learn more about Natasha’s
story, turn to page 9.

3

Overall Giving at Morris
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*based on total number of dollars designated for each category
FY 13 Morris Gift Use

Nonalumni Faculty and Staff

A Message from Vice Chancellor for
External Relations Maddy Maxeiner
Thank you for your generous financial support during the
past fiscal year. Just to name a few ways in which your charitable
giving impacts Morris…
Your gifts advance the cause of scholarships, create “green”
innovations, develop beautiful spaces, support athletics,
strengthen the library, and fund faculty and students in their research.
In fact, your generosity last year reached a new all-time high for Morris. Read on to
see the impact that gifts can make.
Morris has been singled out repeatedly for educating a talented and diverse student
body with high financial need. We are noted for graduating “more grads than expected at
a good price,” according to the Minneapolis Star Tribune in a recent editorial. The editorial
staff adds that our “success with [a] diverse student population warrants examination
and imitation.”
And Washington Monthly promotes Morris as a “Standout Best-Bang-for-the-Buck”
school—one of only eight nationally to enjoy this listing.
We all take great pride in these external affirmations
of our success. It is your financial partnership and belief
in our mission that make our good work possible.
Thank you.

Gloria Ladson-Billings served as the 2013
Distinguished Visiting Professor in the Liberal
Arts. This professorship was established in 2001
with a generous gift from Dean and Vice Chancellor
Emeritus Dr. Elizabeth S. Blake.

Fiscal Year 2013 Highlights
• Total new commitments
of $2,272,737 sets new
all-time high for Morris.
• Disbursements to campus
from private giving
increased nearly 9 percent
to $914,618.
• Dollars distributed to
scholarships and awards
for students increased
20 percent.
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Mobilizing the Next Generation by Honoring a Friend

Naomi Wente ’ 13 is the inaugural recipient
of the John Brian Becker Memorial Student
Activist Award.
6

As a student, John Brian Becker ’97 exhibited a commitment to justice that helped
ground his activism for the remainder of his life. Affectionately known as “JB,” he spent
his formative years as an activist engaged with a range of progressive campus organizations
and causes such as E-Quality, Diversity Peer Educators, Student DFL, KUMM, and the
Women’s Resource Center. These experiences prepared him to later step into his role as a
beloved community organizer and public citizen. Sadly, Becker succumbed to cancer at age
35, but during his life he demonstrated a connection to a diverse set of community groups
and individuals that transformed many lives.
Active organizers and close friends during their college careers, Becker and Mark
Schuller ’96 continued as such into their adult lives. After Becker’s passing, Schuller called
upon alumni and others to help him create the John Brian Becker Memorial Student
Activist Award. This award is intended to honor a Morris student whose progressivethinking activism has made an impact on campus or beyond. Schuller trusts it will also
celebrate Becker’s spirit of leadership.
“JB showed himself to be a leader,” says Schuller. “He was an activist with a special
gift for making people feel important and for building community. He was really keen on
getting other people to the table, to inspire them to feel courageous. I thought the award
would be a fitting tribute to his life.”
Naomi Wente ’13, Dodge Center, is the first student to receive the award, and
according to Schuller, she may just be the ideal recipient. With an already-impressive
history of raising public awareness and promoting social change, Wente has a passion for
local foods and global justice that responds to international trends. While she has every
right to be proud of her achievements, she remains humbled by the honor.
“John Brian Becker clearly had a positive impact on Morris, and I am thrilled to be
recognized as a recipient of an award that pays tribute to his legacy,” says Wente. “This
award reinforces the notion that continuing the legacy of Morris student activists is
important and that alumni and the administration value this type of student effort and
involvement.”

Wente has already used the award to help finance her work. She admits that
while “debt is a serious barrier for students who are interested in doing activist
work,” she will be able to alleviate some of hers with funds from the award.
Because of this security, Wente is free to accept appointments that are “rewarding
in ways beyond financial gain,” which is important to individuals who want to
take on the world. She is grateful for the generosity of alumni donors who
contribute to the fund and believes their philanthropy will inspire graduates
to continue their efforts to “organize for positive change.”
Having spent the 17 years since he left Morris teaching and organizing,
Schuller understands firsthand the financial constraints faced by budding
activists. Like Wente, he acknowledges that the award will help ease this burden;
he also hopes it will encourage alumni to take part in a culture of engagement.
Since many graduates from Schuller’s era went on to work with non-profit
organizations and local governments, he views them as part of a “larger
Morris community” concerned about justice, a community that takes
pride in its alma mater. He upholds that, because of this connection
to people and place, alumni have a responsibility to support the campus
and community beyond commencement.
“There’s something unique about the activism we share. It’s important
for alumni to stay in touch with students, with each other, and with the
University. This is what we’re called to do, and an award like this can get
alumni together to keep what we started going and help each other out.”
Invoking the famous words of anthropologist Margaret Mead, Schuller
asserts that as a small group, Morris alumni can—and will—change the world
for the better. Establishing the John Brian Becker Memorial Student Activist
Award is just one way in which he is working to ensure they do.

An assistant professor of anthropology and NGO
leadership and development at Northern Illinois
University, Schuller is currently in Haiti studying
the long-term impact of foreign aid.
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Advancing New Programs through Giving

Cotter has served as chair of the 2012 and
2013 Faculty Staff Giving Committees.
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As James Cotter, professor of geology, has learned, institutional giving can be
a means of advancing a program’s aims. Inspired by the generosity of others, Cotter
is bolstering both the geology and environmental science majors by supporting the
Geology Fund and the forthcoming UMM Environmental Sciences Scholarship. While
he contributes to geology each year, Cotter recently partnered with Nancy Carpenter,
professor of chemistry, to begin establishing Morris’s first scholarship designed solely
for students majoring in environmental science.
According to Cotter, there is an ever-present need for student aid. Believing
scholarships can alleviate students’ financial burdens and “endorse the quality of the
work they do,” he is happy to provide what he can to assist deserving recipients.
“Especially in a public institution where so much of what we do is publicly debated,
you can get caught in a dynamic where money becomes the focus,” he says. “Giving allows
us to step away from that kind of grind and focus on the things that are important—
things like student need, which never go away.”
Although awards for geology and environmental studies exist at Morris, Carpenter
and Cotter hope to strengthen and define the environmental science major with a more
specific scholarship. According to Cotter, it takes time for a program dynamic to emerge
within a new major; the task acquires another level of complexity when that major, like
environmental science, lacks a disciplinary home.
“Community is important at Morris,” he says. “In an interdisciplinary major it’s
hard to articulate what the community is.” Cotter envisions that an environmental
science scholarship will help do just that.
Cotter’s giving is, in part, influenced by the legacy of James Van Alstine, professor
emeritus of geology. Van Alstine was instrumental in developing the curriculum that led
to the implementation of the official geology major, and the James Van Alstine Geology
and Environmental Sciences Scholarship was created in his honor in 2009. According to
Cotter, Van Alstine “is a role model for giving.” He intends to “live up to his legacy” by
helping cultivate the environmental science major.

Extraordinary Opportunities Create Life-Changing Experiences
Established in 2004, the Catalyst Fund enhances the co-curricular experiences of
Morris students by covering costs associated with the pursuit of life-changing opportunities.
In past years, Catalyst funds have helped students attend Democratic and Republican
national conventions and record original compositions; in 2012, the fund sent students
from three campus organizations to pertinent large-scale conferences. While Catalyst funds
reach just a handful of students each year, donors and recipients trust the ramifications are
more widespread.
According to David Israels-Swenson, director of student activities, conferences, and
special events, the Catalyst Fund enables students to enact the University’s mission. “The
mission here really impacts students,” he says, “and they embrace it at a level unlike what I’ve
seen at any other institution.” By supporting the Catalyst Fund, Israels-Swenson helps these
students “engage in once-in-a-lifetime opportunities.”
Israels-Swenson contributes to the fund to demonstrate his regard for those who aim
to make Morris’s mission a reality. Encouraging other faculty and staff members to do the
same, he claims that “if you really embrace the institution you’re at, it’s important to give
back,” even if only “a little bit.”
That “little bit” makes a big difference to students like Natasha Myhal ’15, Parma
Heights, Ohio. Myhal used Catalyst funding to attend the American Indian Science
and Engineering Society 2012 National Conference, where her chapter accepted both
the Stelvio J. Zanin Distinguished Chapter of the Year award and the Outreach &
Community Service Award. For these reason and others, she is grateful for the generosity
of donors like Israels-Swenson.
“These funds allow people like me to go to these conferences, and when you’re in college, it’s sometimes not easy to fund these by
yourself,” says Myhal. She appreciates the opportunity “to go to great conferences, learn a lot outside of the classroom, and continue to
grow and learn about her culture.”
Israels-Swenson believes Catalyst experiences have a positive impact on the campus as well. Stating that “the opportunities of one
affect the opportunities of many,” he adds that students who receive this kind of support are able to share their experiences with their
communities, ultimately improving the University and its reputation. With his continued support, students like Myhal can continue to do
so for years to come.
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Lifelong Commitments Create
Beautiful Spaces
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Located in Humanities Fine Arts (HFA), the HFA
Gallery has gone without a formal name since its completion
in 1973. Fortunately, the space received both a name and
some much-needed renovations this summer due to a
donation from two devoted campus benefactors. Their gift
provides for a new doorway and entryway desk as well as bench
seating, movable walls, display cases, maple flooring, updated
lighting, and overall painting. According to Michael Eble,
associate professor of studio art and gallery curator, these
changes will enhance the caliber of Morris’s gallery.
“[This] generous gift will allow the University’s gallery to
continue to be the finest space to exhibit and view art between
the Twin Cities and Fargo,” says Eble. “The gift will also help
the gallery become more relevant within the region and statewide.”
Eble is referring to the recent endowment of the gallery,
which ensures the curator’s ability to attract and display higher
quality artwork. A portion of the donors’ gift will be used to
enhance the funds available for bringing exhibits to campus
each year.
As thanks for nearly seven decades of generous support,
the University has elected to name the gallery after the donors
who made these renovations and endowment possible: Edward
J. and Helen Jane Morrison. The two were leaders in the
community effort to establish the Morris campus during
the 1950s. In the school’s early years, the Morrisons were

instrumental in procuring funding for operating expenses. Helen
Jane also established the first concert series at Morris—a tradition
that has grown into the now highly reputed Performing Arts Series.
According to Maddy Maxeiner ’76, vice chancellor for external
relations, “it is fitting that the University of Minnesota, Morris
unanimously approved the naming of the gallery to honor the
Morrisons for their decades of significant philanthropy.”
The Morrisons have provided extensive support for
a variety of campus causes, and their generosity has funded
scholarships for over 150 students. They have been members
of the University of Minnesota Presidents Club since 1982;
their most recent philanthropic commitment has been
to the renovation and endowment of the gallery.

Having an updated space for
viewing and exhibiting art impacts
current students, alu mni, and
community members.
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Alumni Unite to Transform Space

June 7, 2013

June 28
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July 11

Philanthropic commitments by the families of Lily and Walter “Slim”
Hokanson ’30 and Hollis Dyer ’51, the West Central School of Agriculture
(WCSA) Alumni Association, and Morris’s Class of 2013 have made possible
a complete renovation of the Welcome Center’s (formerly the Engineering
Building) north courtyard. This beautification project not only revitalizes an
underutilized space, but also commemorates the WCSA era of campus and engages
a new generation of philanthropists.
In the spring of 2013, Senior Legacy supporters elected to couple their
contributions with funding from alumni of the WCSA, an institution previously
housed on the 125-year-old campus. Their combined generosity, along with that
of private donors, brought to life a communal vision for the space and forever
united alumni from two distinct periods of campus history.
“This courtyard revitalization speaks to the past, present, and future legacy of
the campus,” says Chancellor Jacqueline R. Johnson. “This beautifully energized
space will honor the West Central School of Agriculture and support the twentyfirst century mission of the University of Minnesota, Morris.”
The renovated courtyard sports ample bench seating as well as a variety of
native flowering plants, providing a space in which visitors and friends can relax
and reminisce. Adjoining the courtyard is the Morris Legacy Walk, a personalized
pathway inaugurated in 2007 as the first Senior Legacy project. As a result
of the beautification effort, the walkway now extends into and beyond the
courtyard. Both of these projects are part of an ongoing endeavor to enhance
the Morris campus.
“This permanent addition to our campus will be seen by students, visitors,
and alumni for years to come,” says former Morris Campus Student Association
president Dillon McBrady ’13. “The project provided an opportunity to make
a lasting impression at Morris and allowed graduates to celebrate their many
achievements and memories here.”

Morris
Legacy
Walk

August 2013

Since 2007, the Senior Legacy program has invited each senior class to become part of Morris’s philanthropic tradition. Run
by and for seniors, the program celebrates the experiences of soon-to-be graduates and helps them positively impact future
students as well as the campus and community. The Senior Legacy program is sponsored by the UMM Alumni Association.
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Sparking Sustainable Solutions

Trites Rolle supports the
Sustainable “Green” Fund.
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Since its founding in 1960, the Morris campus has adapted to meet the needs of its
community, region, and state. As contemporary energy and environmental issues have
grown more pressing, Morris has responded by advancing environmentally focused
initiatives. Led by students seeking change and financed, in part, by the generosity of
alumni, these efforts have garnered national recognition and have touched nearly all
aspects of campus life.
To complement Morris’s focus on sustainable innovation, the Sustainable “Green”
Fund was established in 2007 to support campus green initiatives. The fund first
financed a reverse-osmosis drinking-water system for the Student Center and plants
for campus buildings. Its reach grew monumentally last year when it enabled the
creation of an inventive reinvestment program.
In August 2012, campus governance approved the institution of a Green
Reinvestment Fund to help the University make sustainable technological and
infrastructure investments. Conceived by the Morris Campus Student Association,
this fund will mitigate costs associated with responsible resource consumption and
management while encouraging a heightened consciousness regarding ownership
of practical sustainability efforts. In light of its campus-wide benefits, the UMM
Alumni Association recently pledged $30,000 from gifts contributed by alumni to the
Sustainable “Green” Fund in order to get the program up and running.
One of these alumni donors, Jessica Trites Rolle ’95, admits that this kind of
forward-thinking ingenuity is precisely what sparks her interest in the Sustainable
“Green” Fund. Citing such advancements as the University’s biomass gasification
facility, onsite wind turbines, and eco-conscious architecture, she is thrilled by its
journey toward and commitment to energy independence.
“The philosophy behind the fund is already thriving on campus,” says Trites Rolle. “It is
evident in Morris’s energy independence goals, local food partnerships, and Leadership in Energy &
Environmental Design (LEED)-certified buildings. The benefits are already there.”

Trites Rolle’s support for the fund is multi-faceted. On
one level, she recognizes how important it is for Morris students
to live and learn in this kind of environment; she believes
these students will become “the green innovators our country
needs” and that there is no better way to prepare them for this
role than to build sustainability into their surroundings. Trites
Rolle also enjoys watching the benefits of Morris’s sustainability
programming extend to local communities, and she anticipates
further expansion resulting from continued support for the fund.
“These initiatives provide such a benefit to the community—
not just to UMM and the City of Morris, but also to communities
all over the United States and elsewhere,” she says. “Rural citizens
and the towns they live in are creative people who are ‘greener’
than they are sometimes given credit for. We need to foster their
sustainable, entrepreneurial drive and provide them tools and
education to keep it going; UMM and its graduates can play a part
in that.”
Philanthropy comes easily to Trites Rolle, who points out
that giving back “is just in [her] nature.” She asserts that when you
recognize the value in the work being done by an institution like
Morris, it is important to commit what you can to facilitate it.
“It is critical for our future to build on the work UMM is
already doing, and one way to do that is for alumni to give to the
community around them. Education is crucial, and to support it
for others—as generous people did for us—is a wonderful thing.”

The Green Prairie Community opened its doors
to 72 students in August 2013. It was designed
to meet Minnesota B3 sustainability guidelines
and LEED Gold certification.
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At the Heart of it All...
At Morris, more gift dollars are allocated to scholarships and student support than any other area on campus. With 331 students
receiving donor-funded scholarships in the last year alone, the impact of our donors’ generosity is, indeed, far-reaching. Thank you
for your support of Morris students!

Ted Storck ’54, West Central School of Agriculture Alumni Association
Board President
Gifts to the Herb Croom Endowed Scholarship and a bequest gift to establish
the Theodore S. Storck Scholarship in Memory of Anthony and Thelma Storck
given the first time this year through an additional annual gift
How would you describe your connection to the University of Minnesota, Morris?
I graduated from the West Central School of Agriculture [formerly housed] on the
campus. Then I came back from the Twin Cities campuses to take some courses at
UMM before I returned to graduate from the Twin Cities campus.
How does that connection inspire your giving?
Morris is my home, and anything that can help this town, I try to do.
Giving to scholarships means...trying to help a young man or woman from west central
Minnesota attend college when, otherwise, they maybe could not. I want more young
farm ‘kids’ or small town ‘kids’ from this area to attend UMM.
By funding student scholarships, I impact...UMM and the area around Morris
as well as this state and nation.
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Pat and George Fosgate, professor emeritus of theatre arts
Gift created and supports the Fosgate Theatre Scholarship
How would you describe your connection to the University of
Minnesota, Morris?
In terms of physical and educational connectivity, we spent 32 years
at UMM...Being there from the early years, we have very strong
feelings of pride and gratitude at having watched and assisted as
UMM developed into the great institution it has become.
How does that connection inspire your giving?
We love learning about how our students are enjoying fulfilling lives
and successful careers...This further inspires our commitment to
giving, thus helping to pave the way for today’s students to achieve
fulfilling lives and successful careers.
Morris students are...curious, committed, self-motivated,
and fortunate.
Giving to scholarships means...paying back for the wonderful
experiences (both educational and social) we have had being
associated with the University of Minnesota, Morris and, in a way,
paying back for financial assistance that we received during our early
college years. Paying forward by assisting and encouraging students
to work toward that which they will become.
By funding student scholarships, we impact...the ability of UMM
to attract and retain the kind of students that it serves so well.
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Lyndee Warren Salo ’01, Adam Salo ’99, and son Alexander
Bequest gift to support the Gianulli Scholarship and establish
the Lyndee Salo Memorial Scholarship
How would you describe your connection to the University of Minnesota,
Morris?
We are alumni of the University of Minnesota, Morris. It was where we met,
fell in love, and have such great memories of the school, friends, and our
time there.
How does that connection inspire your giving?
As a young couple, our financial goals and plans were small, but after the
birth of our son, we knew we needed to put a more in-depth plan into
place. We both knew that we wanted to take care of our family, but also to
leave a charitable legacy. Giving to the University of Minnesota, Morris
made perfect sense; establishing a future scholarship was a perfect chance
to provide students with financial assistance to pursue their dreams and
experience what Morris has to offer, while reducing their financial burdens.
Morris students are... unique, bright, future leaders that impact their world.
Giving to scholarships means...we can continue support to students,
research, and the University, far into the future.
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By funding student scholarships, we...not only impact the lives of future
students, easing the burden on student loans on young graduates,
but also offer opportunities for them to transform the world.

Reverend Lyle Hoxtell ’70
Gifts support the Linda Carlson Hoxtell Memorial Scholarship

How would you describe your connection to the
University of Minnesota, Morris?
That’s where I met my wife, Linda Carlson
Hoxtell ’70. UMM provided us a good
education and a foundation for continued
learning. That’s also where we got our start as
a family.
How does that connection inspire your giving?
The way we remember people is by giving
gifts in their memory. At the time of Linda’s
death, my wish was for her to be remembered.
Developing this scholarship has been a
meaningful experience and will continue the
knowledge, talent, and skills Linda gave to
many people.
Morris students are...diverse in culture, family background, education, and potential.
Giving to scholarships means...extending the memory of the person who meant much to me.
By funding student scholarships, I impact...thousands of people
and their hopes and their dreams.

In partnership with the University of Minnesota
Foundation, 100 percent of all gifts designated
to the University of Minnesota, Morris are
received by and invested in the Morris campus.
The Foundation serves as the legal, charitable
entity for the University system.
Morris welcomes all forms of financial gifts, in
any amount, in support of its mission. There
are many ways to give, and we are happy to assist
you in determining the manner best suited to
your individual situation. If you are interested
in contributing to Morris, please contact a
member of the development team for a personal
consultation.
Maddy Maxeiner
vice chancellor for external relations
320-589-6386
maxeinme@morris.umn.edu
Susan Schmidgall
senior development officer
320-589-6160
sschmidg@morris.umn.edu
Carla Riley
director of alumni relations
and annual giving
320-589-6394
rileycj@morris.umn.edu

Office of External Relations
University of Minnesota, Morris
Welcome Center
600 East Fourth Street
Morris, Minnesota 56267
giving@morris.umn.edu
morris.umn.edu/givetomorris
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